
Tzu Chi Scholars 2026 
 for College-bound High School Graduates
Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation

$1,500 NEED-BASED SCHOLARSHIP AWARD.  

Tzu Chi Scholars is a scholarship program that awards $1,500 to outstanding college-bound high 
school graduates, based on their financial need, academic achievement, and community involvement. 
Founded in 1966 by Dharma Master Cheng Yen, the Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation is dedicated to 
global humanitarian and charitable services, guided by the principles of kindness and compassion. 
Learn more at https://tzuchi.us/ 

Key Application Information at a Glance: 
Information Item Details 

Final Submission Deadline April 15, 2026 (All required documents must be received by 
this date) 

Notification Timeframe On or before May 2026 (Notification will be sent via postal 
mail) 

Primary Submission Method Online Upload via the "APPLY HERE" for 
College-bound High School Graduates. 

Additional Documents 
Only supplementary materials should be emailed to your 
regional Group Mail or mailed to the respective Regional 
Office. 

High School Seniors Process & Document Requirements 

Before clicking "APPLY HERE", please ensure you have prepared the following documents: 

1. Tzu Chi Scholarship Application Form: Please download the form first and complete it.
2. Proof of Financial Need: Family's 2025 1040 U.S. Income Tax Return/W-2/1099, or other

official documentation proving financial hardship.
3. Letter of Recommendation: One letter of recommendation from a community advisor.

Application Process & Award Announcement 
1. All necessary documentation must be submitted by uploading them after clicking the

"APPLY HERE" button on the official Tzu Chi Scholarship Program 2025-2026 webpage.
2. For any additional Supporting Documents，please send to the Tzu Chi Foundation Regional

Office that the email was assigned each applicant: Attn: Tzu Chi Scholars Program
3. The application must be submitted online by April 15, 2026
4. A home visit/interview may be required in the application process.

The $1,500 award will be directly deposited into the student’s college of choice account when 
all forms are completed and processed. 
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Scholarship Application Form   Application postmark deadline:  April 15, 2026.
* Please PRINT clearly

APPLICANT 
Name 

Last    First  Middle Gender    Male      Female      Other 

Home Address 
(street, city, state, 
country, zip code) 

Date of Birth 
MM/DD/YY 

Phone 

Email 

Parent or Guardian High School Name 

Counselor High School Address 

GPA (e.g.: 3.20) High School Phone 
Number 

College You Plan to 
Attend 

Planned Major (Write 
“Undecided if not sure) 

Ethnic 
Group 
(Optional) 

 Asian/API
 Black or African-American
 Latino or Hispanic
 White or Caucasian
 Native American or American Indian

 Other (specify)________________

*Scholarships are awarded regardless of race, ethnicity, national
origin, gender, religion, or disability.

Extracurricular Activities in High School (Please attach an extra sheet if more space is needed) 

 2025 1040 U.S. Tax Return including all schedules

 2024 1040 U.S. Tax Return including all schedules, 2025 W-2 and 1099

 2024 1040 U.S. Tax Return including all schedules, 2025 W-2

 2024 1040 U.S. Tax Return including all schedules, 2025 1099

 Others (Government agency-recognized documentation)

Annual Household Income Number of People in Your Household 

REFERENCES 

Name Relationship Phone Number Email Address 

I certify that the information contained in this application is true. 

Applicant’s Signature_____________________________________________Date_____________________________ 

Financial Documents Included 



Autobiography (Please limit to 500 words. Your essay should include the following sections:
A) Reason for your financial need and why you are applying for this scholarship
B) Your personal and academic achievements, with specific examples
C) Your academic and career plans, including specific future goals
D) Your past, current, and planned community involvement and how you aim to make a positive difference)
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