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COVID-19 vs. Schools: The Education Gap

As the United States heads into the eleventh month of the Coronavirus pandemic, the current economic status of this country can’t be ignored. Not 
only have the American people struggled with staying healthy in a worldwide pandemic, but many adults face uncertainty with their jobs. In fact, 
10 million more Americans are unemployed this year than last February and just one week ago, over one million people filed unemployment claims. 
This constant struggle is turning into a long term recession as the virus continues to affect workplaces on a daily basis. Although the economy of the 
country may not directly impact all Americans, families around the country have been struggling in many aspects, one of them being the education 
of their children.

Countless schools around the country have resorted to purely online learning throughout this pandemic. Due to this, the education level of children 
heavily depends on their environment at home. Unfortunately, there are students who are unable to even attend online school due to a lack of re-
sources. In Maryland, the Baltimore City Schools have roughly 27,000 students and 1 out of 3 don’t have a working device to complete school work, 
and thousands don’t have dependable internet access. As a result, many students are missing classes and aren’t learning nearly as much. In contrast, 
in wealthy neighborhoods, children have no trouble learning as they have access to online learning courses provided by their well supported public 
and private schools. For them, having devices and internet access is not a problem, and they are still able to receive an enriching education from 
the comfort of their own homes. 

Not only is the financial status of families having an effect on this emerging education gap, the presence of a support system is also making a dif-
ference. Online school forces children to be more independent than ever in terms of getting their assignments done, doing homework, and studying 
for tests. Oftentimes, parents are the ones to motivate the students by making sure they are on top of their school work. However, children from 
financially struggling households may not have that guidance as their parents are busy working and earning money. On the other hand, those who 
are financially stable will have their parents around more often to help them on questions or schoolwork. This may not seem like a big deal now, 
but when students go back to school, the gap between those whose families are struggling and those who aren’t will be obvious. While some will 
thrive, others who didn’t have the most enriching online learning experience will have a higher chance of falling behind. This is detrimental to the 
future of low income students and will very likely increase the dropout rate. 

The education gap is an emerging problem that worsens daily, and there are no easy solutions. What this inevitable problem needs is external help. 
In New York State, the education system has been working with the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to redesign the education system to better 
support students in terms of getting supplies for online school and creating plans to reopen schools. This is the type of support that schools need 
right now and Americans supporting other Americans is truly making a difference in decreasing the education gap and shows that it may not be as 
serious as it would have been without their help.

Sources for this article can be found here.

By Cynthia Ming, Staff Writer

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w2EpT6L7UtiPd_8n3qhh46UIRVha1o7-qF6CdATTgpI/edit?usp=sharing
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Democrats Sweep The Georgia Runoffs

On January 5, 2021, the United States turned its attention to the state of Georgia. The runoff elections would decide the fate of the Senate and, 
ultimately, the fate of the nation. These runoffs happened as a result of the outcome of the November 3rd election. The Georgia State Constitu-
tion states that in order to win a Senate seat, candidates must receive at least 50% of the votes. After the November elections, David Perdue led 
Jon Ossoff 49.8% to 47.8%, and in the special election, Raphael Warnock led Kelly Loeffler 32.9% to 26%. Following the hard-fought January 
runoff election,  Jon Ossoff beat Perdue 50.6% to 49.4% and Raphael Warnock beat Kelly Loeffler 51% to 49%. This is due in part to low GOP 
turnout, particularly in rural areas, due to President Trump’s comments over trust in the election system in Georgia over the past few months and 
his antagonism towards Republican Governor Brian Kemp and Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger. Democrats, on the other hand, saw high 
turnout, particularly due to Stacey Abrams’s Fair Fight organization. As a result of the election, Democrats and Republicans both have 50 Senate 
seats, meaning Vice President-Elect Kamala Harris will be able to cast a tie-breaking vote, giving the Democrats razor-thin control of the cham-
ber. Below are people to watch over the next two years due to their impact on the Senate.

Jon Ossoff
Jon Ossoff helped solidify the fact that Georgia has turned into a blue state, or at least a purple state. Ossoff, along with Warnock, won by a 
margin larger than that of Joe Biden, and will become the youngest Senator in the 117th United States Congress. Ossoff caused some controversy 
due to his personal life that conflicts with his more left-leaning ideology, as Ossoff inherited millions of dollars from his grandfather following 
his passing and refused to release his tax returns, much like President Trump. In the Senate, Ossoff has pledged to fight for a $15 minimum wage, 
a ‘public option’ government healthcare plan, and a new voting rights act to restore federal oversight of state election laws.

Raphael Warnock
Raphael Warnock will become the first black Senator from Georgia, and has also faced controversy for some of his views. Warnock, a pastor, has 
praised Jeremiah Wright, a communist pastor who is most famous for his speech ‘God Damn America,’ hosted and praised Cuban Dictator Fidel 
Castro in 1995, and has compared cops to “thugs.” Warnock will likely join the more progressive wing of the Democratic Party and will likely 
vote for more controversial legislation including D.C. and Puerto Rican statehood and abolishing the filibuster.

Chuck Schumer and Mitch McConnell
Chuck Schumer and Mitch McConnell will switch roles, with Schumer becoming the Senate Majority Leader, and McConnell becoming the 
Senate Minority Leader. Schumer has stated that he is ready, willing, and able to help achieve a forward-looking agenda and deliver bold change. 
Though Biden’s cabinet and judges will pass easily with the Democratic majority, Schumer will need Republican votes for most pieces of legis-
lation, requiring some compromise with McConnell in order to have a productive two years. 

Joe Manchin
Joe Manchin, a Democratic senator from West Virginia, will likely be the most important Senator in the Democratic party, and will serve as more 
of a roadblock than Mitch McConnell to the Democrats’ more progressive ideas. Every vote counts for the Democrats due to their razor-thin 
50-50 majority, but Manchin has previously stated that he does not support $2,000 stimulus checks for every American adult, D.C. and Puerto 
Rican statehood, and taking “people’s guns away.” Manchin also refused to take a completely anti-Trump stance like his colleagues, and instead 
considered every piece of legislation individually, voting for most of Trump’s cabinet appointees, two of his Supreme Court picks (Manchin was 
the only Democrat to vote for Brett Kavanaugh), and for a border wall along the Mexican border. Most importantly, Joe Manchin will refuse to 
eliminate the filibuster and expand the Supreme Court, two of the biggest concerns voiced by Republicans in the previous election cycle.

Sources for this article can be found here.

By Maxwell Schwartz, Staff Writer

For the first time since 2008, the Democrats - though narrowly - now control the Presidency, the Senate, and the House of Representatives.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ol6de88TeKVuBYXYzwz1SrTseP4-7sO7C_OMfdpdN74/edit?usp=sharing
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Remembering Dustin Higgs
By Julia DeMontagnac, Staff Writer

The death penalty, otherwise known as capital punishment, is a state-sanctioned execution for a crime. The death penalty has historically been im-
posed on criminals who have committed crimes such as murder, treason, and large-scale drug trafficking. So, some may question why millions of 
people are fighting to save Dustin Higgs, a man on death row, sentenced to receive the death penalty on January 15, 2021. 

On October 11, 2000, Dustin Higgs was charged with three counts of first-degree premeditated murder and three counts of kidnapping, resulting in 
death. However, these charges that led to Higgs receiving the death penalty could be misleading. In January of 1996, Dustin Higgs, Willis Haynes, 
and Victor Gloria drove three women to the Patuxent National Wildlife Refuge in Maryland. Willis Haynes recounted that he single-handedly shot 
and killed the women. Haynes did this without pressure or direction from either Higgs or Gloria. However, during the trial, the prosecution spun the 
story with a false account that Higgs solely planned the murder of the three women and handed Haynes the gun used in the murder. 

Higgs has exhausted his legal ability to request a retrial. So, his family and friends have turned to social media to ask for help in stopping Dustin 
Higgs’s execution. Petitions have been circling through social media requesting the halt of the execution scheduled for January 15. The hope is 
that these petitions will lead to retrial, where Higgs could present the evidence proving that he did not plan the crime nor hand Haynes the murder 
weapon. Dustin Higgs’s family wishes to save his life, and they hope that Higg’s at least could receive life in prison without parole, to maintain his 
close relationship with his son and other relatives. To learn more about Dustin Higgs story, you can watch the 20-minute film on http://www.save-
dustinjhiggs.com/. 

[UPDATE: Dustin Higgs was executed by lethal injection on January 16, 2021. May he rest in peace.]

Sources for this article can be found here.

The COVID-19 Relief Bill: What You Need to Know
By James Wang, Staff Writer

On December 27th, 2020, President Donald Trump signed a massive $2.3 trillion coronavirus relief and spending package that combines $908 
billion in COVID-19 aid with government funding through September 2021. The bill had previously been passed by large majorities in both 
chambers of Congress after months of quarrelling between Republicans and Democrats. The signing of the bill also helped avoid a partial gov-
ernment shutdown that was set to occur as government spending was beginning to run out. 

What does the relief bill include?
The main highlights of the 5,593 page legislation are the individual benefits for many Americans. Any adult or child earning up to $75,000 will 
be able to receive a direct payment check of $600, while those whose earnings are between $75,000 and $87,000 will be able to obtain a smaller 
check. However, those whose earnings exceed $87,000 will be completely cut out from any of these benefits. Unemployment benefits are also 
present within the bill, as jobless workers will be able receive up to $300 per week through mid-March. In addition, rental and food assistance 
are also present in the bill. Along with the individual benefits, the bill will also help out small-businesses by including some $284 billion for Pay-
check Protection Program loans. Businesses that will be eligible for the loans include, nonprofits, local newspapers, and TV and radio stations. 
Additionally, the bill provides some $68 billion to purchase and distribute COVID-19 vaccines. Some of the other reliefs that the package issues 
are directed toward transportation, education, agriculture, and medical bills. 

What now?
After Congress passed the coronavirus relief bill, President Trump blasted the legislation, calling it a “disgrace.” He criticized Congress for not 
providing enough to Americans, suggesting that the stimulus checks should be increased to $2,000 per qualifying individual. While the amount 
of $2,000 was not achieved with the recently signed bill, Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, who will soon take over as majority leader 
of the chamber, revealed on January 12th the new Democrat-controlled Senate’s approach to the coronavirus after President-elect Joe Biden is 
sworn into office. The Democrats aim to approve another emergency relief package that will provide $2,000 checks to eligible Americans. As the 
White House switches out the old with the new, the fates of millions of Americans are still very uncertain. 

http://www.savedustinjhiggs.com/
http://www.savedustinjhiggs.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Zl3UmNBivYS3-3r24u7AdYFV9CygdTlnSJyFN5hTYzI/edit?usp=sharing
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Art Corner
By Various Contributors

Interested in drawing cartoons, taking photographs, or have any other artistic interests? The Watchung Hills Student News is always willing to 
showcase the art of students! Join our classroom with the code “eeekjfq!”

Op-Ed: How the Alt-Right Attempted a Coup on Our Capitol
By Arjun Srinivas, Staff Writer

January 6th, 2021 is a day that will live on forever in infamy. A day that was meant to be a ceremonial affair filled with objections and certifica-
tions instead ended up being the first time since 1814 that the US Capitol was breached. A mob of Trump-supporting rioters and other alt-right ex-
tremists stormed their way into the Capitol building in an attempt to stop the certification of President-elect Joe Biden’s election victory. The mob 
was successfully able to infiltrate the pitifully defended Capitol, and members of both chambers of Congress as well as the Vice-President were 
hurried into underground bunkers while the rioters flew Confederate flags, defaced monuments, and looted and destroyed the offices of members 
of Congress. Here’s how it happened:

After Donald Trump lost his re-election bid to Joe Biden, many of the President’s followers were forced to turn to conspiracy theories to explain 
why he lost re-election. At the forefront of these conspiracies was one presented by the President himself: that the election was rigged. Though 
the claim did not have evidence to support it, many of his followers quickly latched on to the idea. As Joe Biden was projected to be the next 
president by both the media and the government, resentment began to grow. On January 6th, Congress was set to convene, with all members of 
the House of Representatives, the Senate, and even the Vice President present in order to certify Joe Biden as the rightful winner. However, some 
Trump supporters had a different idea in mind. 

Thousands of white supremacists, armed with guns, MAGA hats, and confederate flags attempted an armed insurrection against the nation’s 
Capitol in an effort to overturn the election results. Some capitol police officers were sympathetic to their cause and opened gates, and even took 
selfies with the terrorists. Other cops were beaten and chased by the mob, with one being killed. Though 536 crucial members of our democracy 
were present, security was unable to stop the mob, which soon made its way to the Capitol. While Congress, the Vice President, and reporters 
were hurried to underground chambers, the terrorists broke down the doors, climbed up walls, and marched through the hallways of the Capi-
tol building. The rioters stole podiums, replaced American flags with MAGA ones, and even spread their feces on the walls. The armed terror-
ists even broke into the office of House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and stole documents. Many maintenance workers and staffers inside the Capitol 
boarded themselves up in rooms, terrified that they would be killed by the insurrectionists. While all of this happened, President Donald Trump 
watched from the White House. Trump reportedly refused a request by the Defense Department to deploy the National Guard to restore order in 
the Capitol. Instead, Vice President Pence authorized the deployment of the National Guard, and by 6:00PM the terrorists had been driven out by 
the SWAT team and the National Guard.

When the dust had settled, Congress reconvened, staying up past 4 AM in the morning to certify President-elect Joe Biden as the next president 
of the US. For inciting the violence, Donald Trump has since been banned from Facebook, Instagram, Tik Tok, Reddit, Twitch, Spotify, Pinterest, 
and most importantly, Twitter. In addition, the alt-right social media platform Parler has been banned from the Apple App Store and the Google 
Play store, and has also been taken off Amazon’s web hosting platform. The FBI has arrested many of the terrorists and is on the hunt for many 
more. Most importantly, the House of Representatives is moving to impeach Trump, making him the only President to be impeached twice. As the 
term is over, remember that our democracy will always stand strong.

This opinion expressed here represents the opinion of the writer and not the district. We welcome letters for future editions expressing support 
or disagreement of the claims made in this edition.
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Cobra Kai is Back!
By Grace Alto, Staff Writer

Cobra Kai is the show that took the world by storm in the matter of months. It began as a show on YouTube TV in May of 2018, but as YouTube 
shifted their focus from TV shows to promoting their platforms creators, they sold the show to Netflix in June of 2020. Now that a larger group of 
people had access to stream it during the 2020 lockdown, it blew up. Cobra Kai quickly became the #1 Netflix TV, and the third season premiered 
on January 1st, 2021. 

The series is a spinoff from the widely successful movie series of the 80’s The Karate Kid. The Karate Kid follows the story of Daniel LaRusso 
(portrayed by Ralph Macchio) who recently moved from Newark, New Jersey, to Southern California with his mother, living on the poor side of 
town.  Daniel’s biggest “bully” Johnny Lawrence (portrayed by William “Billy” Zabka) lived on the rich side of town with his mother and his step 
father. Johnny is the star student at his dojo, being taught karate by ruthless Vietnam War Veteran John Krease who founded the Cobra Kai dojo 
after he returned home from war. As Daniel becomes threatened by Johnny and his other Cobra Kai friends, Mr. Miyagi steps in and saves Daniel, 
beating up the bullies. Despite not wanting to show Daniel his Miyagi-Do Karate, Daniel is soon able to convince Mr. Miyagi to teach him his ways. 
As the movie series goes on, the viewer follows the story of Daniel’s rise to becoming the All Valley Karate Champion and his rivalry with Johnny 
Lawrence and the Cobra Kai dojo.

Cobra Kai takes place 34 years after the original movie’s release. We see both Daniel and Johnny as adults, and parents. The once poor Daniel 
LaRusso has since become the rich owner of LaRusso Auto Group with locations all over California selling luxury cars alongside his wife Amanda, 
living in the upscale neighborhood of Encino with his teenage daughter Sam, and younger son Anthony. On the other hand, the once elite Jonny 
Lawrence has since turned his life upside down. After spending most of his 20’s and 30’s partying his life away, he has since gotten a dead end job, 
making ends meet living alone in a rundown apartment in Reseda. He drinks a lot, and is not part of his illegitimate son Robby’s troubled life which 
leads to more problems in the future. 

Since they graduated high school, the two had stopped practicing Karate and parted ways. When Johnny meets his new neighbors, overeager and 
friendly teenager Miguel, living with his mother and Grandmother, he wants nothing to do with them. But as Johnny is sitting alone at a convenience 
store eating a slice of Pizza, and he sees the local bullies attacking Miguel, or more accurately throwing Miguel into his one prized possession, his 
Pontiac Firebird, he steps in and beats up the bullies, showing Miguel his Cobra Kai moves from his teenage years. Miguel soon begs Johnny to teach 
him his ways so he is no longer bullied at school, but Johnny denies his request not wanting to bring Cobra Kai back. However, Johnny changes 
his mind when his car is hit, and is then brought to LaRusso Auto Group for repairs, and he sees how successful Danile has become. He then opens 
Cobra Kai back up to teach Miguel how to defend himself, as well as attack. Cobra Kai’s longtime slogan has been, “Strike First, Strike Hard, No 
Mercy” since the first movie.

Throughout the Cobra Kai series, the viewer sees a new perspective on Johnny and Daniel’s lives. Throughout the The Karate Kid films, Johnny is 
viewed as the bully, and main antagonist, but throughout the Cobra Kai series, the viewer sees that there was more to Johnny than meets the eye. 
Although the things that he did as a teenager might have been wrong, he had been wronged just as much by Daniel, giving him a motive to do what 
he did. Cobra Kai is a modern day action, comedy and drama which can appeal to multiple audiences. There are many relatable characters as well as 
situations that can fit hand in hand with the present day teenagers life whether it be concerning mental health, school, or the challenges of growing 
up in today’s world.

Sports
NBA Season Update
By Tanguy Lesegretain, Sports Columnist

As the season kicks off, the landscape of the NBA has never been so unfamiliar to fans around the world. In the East, young power forward Julius 
Randle looked to take the reins of the New York Knicks with a surprising 5-3 start. However, the glaring lack of shooting has tanked the Knicks 
down to 5-8. One of their 5 straight losses came at the hands of their neighbors, the Brooklyn Nets. The Nets, having built a young core with former 
head coach Kenny Atkinson and cunning general manager Sean Marks, have dynamically changed their “championship timeline.” Being one of the 
most attractive free agent destinations, the Nets signed stars Kyrie Irving and Kevin Durant in 2019 in an attempt to organize a push for the cham-
pionship once Durant returned from injury in 2020. The hiring of Steve Nash (as head coach) in late 2020 proved tumultuous as the Nets kicked 
off their season with glaring defensive problems. However, rumors began emerging in Houston where former MVP and NBA star James Harden 
was being “shopped.” On January 13th, James Harden was sent to the Brooklyn Nets in a four team trade also concerning the Cavaliers and Pacers. 
The Nets gave up key young pieces Caris Levert and Jarret Allen with a considerable assortment of 1st round selections and “swaps” in return for 
Harden. Levert departed for the Pacers who shipped Victor Oladipo to Houston while Jarret Allen and Taurean Prince were dealt to Cleveland for 
picks that were also sent to Houston.

Two strings of thought have diverged from this trade. First, that the Nets gave up too much in Levert, Allen, four picks, and four additional pick 
swaps. The Nets made a haunting trade for Celtics players Kevin Garnett and Paul Pierce in 2013, sacrificing much of their future. The trade fell 
flat on its face. Additionally, the Nets’ defensive woes were not assuaged by the departure of Jarret Allen who seemed to be one of their only bright 
spots on that side of the court. Finally, the chemistry and compatibility of three scores Irving, Durant, and Harden is a big question mark. However, 
Harden has seemed very willing to share the ball in his recent press conferences. Also, in the past days, guard Bruce Brown has become a staple 
in the Nets backcourt, scoring double digits and locking down defenders. In this tumultuous time, it is important to note that James Harden is a 
generational talent with incredible scoring abilities. In his first game with the Nets, Harden dropped a triple double of 32 points, 14 assists, and 12 
rebounds. In any case, the Nets have clearly established themselves as strong contenders. (cont. on page 6) 
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Health and Wellness
Disease X
By Siena Martin, Staff Writer

Sports
NBA Season Update (cont.)
(cont. from page 5) Ja Morant, point guard for the Grizzlies, returned from injury on Jan 16th in a close win against the 76rs dropping 17 points 
and dishing 6 assists. Steph Curry also returned from a much larger injury this year and is leading a 6-6 Warriors team that is currently 11th in 
the West. His highlight, a career high 62 points against the Trailblazers on Jan 3rd! The former NBA champions Los Angeles Lakers have dom-
inated their schedule so far, going 11-3. As the Nets climb the eastern conference standings, the Boston Celtics stand atop it. Jayson Tatum and 
emerging star Jaylen Brown along with a young core have been extremely proficient in the Brad Stevens system. Other teams such as the Bucks, 
Clippers, and Mavericks have star players and strong supporting casts that have placed themselves in early contention for the championship. It 
wouldn’t be an outlandish statement to assert that the NBA hasn’t been this competitive in the last decade!

While coronavirus continues spreading across the world, a new disease 
is on the minds of scientists and researchers. 

Professor Jean-Jacques Muyembe Tamfum, one of the researchers who 
discovered Ebola in the 1970’s, warns of Disease X (Disease Unex-
pected), a hypothetical disease that could spread like coronavirus with 
a mortality rate like that of Ebola. 

For years, Tamfum has remained vigilant, constantly on the lookout for 
potentially deadly outbreaks that he predicts will come from Africa’s 
rainforests. According to Tamfum, we are “now in a world where new 
pathogens will come out,” pathogens that will be “a threat to humani-
ty.” Coronavirus is a perfect example of this, already having racked up 
a death toll of over two million worldwide, with a low mortality rate in 
comparison to diseases like Ebola. 

With every strange and never seen before sickness becoming a possi-
ble start for this new Disease X. More recently a case of hemorrhagic 
fever found in the Democratic Republic of the Congo raises fears after 
the patient tests negative for Ebola and coronavirus. Another case of 
an Ebola-like virus found in the Democratic Republic of Congo also re-
mains shrouded in mystery as the patient tested negative for Ebola and 
their ailment remains unknown though scientists have their predictions. 
With most of the three to four new species of virus discovered yearly 
originating from animals; which, as of now, is where coronavirus is 
believed to have also originated from. 

Many credit the rising number of viruses annually to human popula-
tions further encroaching on ecosystems and wildlife along with wild-
life trade. Could a new virus of pandemic level proportion be around 
the corner? With the speed that coronavirus has spread and the way it 
came about, seemingly out of nowhere, Disease X is a real threat. 

By now you’ve heard about the fast spreading, contagious strain of the 
coronavirus. Experts expect this new strain to take over the country by 
March, potentially leading to many more cases and deaths. In addition 
to the U.K. variant discovered in December, there are also new muta-
tions in South Africa and Brazil. The CDC expects there will be seven 
more variants as the virus continues to mutate.

According to the CDC, the highly contagious strain is 50% more 
transmissible than the common one. The CDC predicts this new U.K. 
strain will overtake the United States by March. As of this writing, it 
has already been identified in 12 states. 

This new strain is believed to spread more quickly because it can be 
transmitted for a longer period of time. The good news is the new 
strain doesn’t seem to cause more severe illness, but if the disease 
is transmitted to more people, it could result in more deaths. Scien-
tists are also looking into whether people who have recovered from 
COVID-19 are becoming reinfected by the new strain.

On Friday, January 15, the CDC’s Deputy Director for Infectious Dis-
eases Jay Butler said, “I want to stress that we are deeply concerned 
that this strain is more transmissible and can accelerate outbreaks in 
the U.S. in the coming weeks. We’re sounding the alarm and urging 
people to realize the pandemic is not over and in no way is it time to 
throw in the towel.” 

He stated that a lot will depend on how many Americans get vac-
cinated. The Washington Post reports that increased production at 
Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna could allow more than 70% of adults 
to be vaccinated by the end of July. Though is up to individual states 
to figure out how to roll out the vaccine. Scientists believe the current 
vaccines will probably remain effective against the new strains, but 
that still is unknown.

The CDC’s projections are very troubling for hospitals and nursing 
homes, but what does a more contagious virus mean for schools? 
Recent research indicates that young people between ages 10 and 19 
are more likely than younger children to spread the new strain, but not 
as likely as adults. So schools should continue to stick with masking, 
social distancing, hand washing and reduced in person class sizes.

New Coronavirus Variant
By Aaron Opell, Staff Writer


