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Let’s Talk About the New Hall Pass Policy
By Isabella Thomas, Staff Writer

By now, we’ve all heard of the new hall pass policy, dictating that
every student must be carrying a hall pass in the case that they need to
leave their classroom during the period. These passes typically contain
the time that the student left the classroom, along with the teacher’s
signature. Numerous teachers have explained the reasoning behind
this policy, asserting that it exists to ensure that students are not wasting class time. However, one must consider the greater ramifications
of such a policy on student development: are these hall passes contributing to the development of a responsible society, or are they inhibiting students from emerging into the world as conscientious adults?
“The main purpose of the American school is to provide for the fullest
possible development of each learner for living morally, creatively, and
productively in a democratic society,” states the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development in their Platform of Beliefs, published
in 1957. Yet, how can students hope to achieve this level of development
if their high school coddles them with the requirement of hall passes?
Several students provided an answer to this question, sharing their distaste for the negative influence that these hall passes have on student
maturity. One student explains that “This level of oversight is terrible for
helping students be responsible. As developing adults, another layer of
oversight, hand-holding and restrictions does not do anything beneficial.”
Another student expounds this idea, affirming that “Rather than being provided the opportunity to make their own choices, under the new hall pass policy, students still rely on adult
supervision and are unable to gain experience deciding for themselves which actions are the most appropriate in a situation.”
From another standpoint, one may suggest that the hall pass policy

is a reflection of a loss of trust in the students, and that students need
to demonstrate that they do not require this additional level of supervision. Still, a student counters this claim, expressing the leniency in
enforcing this policy, “Most of my teachers aren’t exactly strict with
the hall pass rule. Oftentimes, if you ask to go to the bathroom during
the beginning or end of the period, they won’t require you to fill out a
hall pass.” Teachers’ flexibility in exercising this new procedure suggests that the school faculty’s overall trust in students has not significantly diminished, making the need for a hall pass regulation tenuous.
Be that as it may, even if there is a considerable lack of trust in the
student body, the imposition of a hall pass policy only makes matters worse, as one student states, “The abuse of bathroom privileges
only applies to a select number of students, and one can argue that
they should take responsibility for their inappropriate behavior themselves rather than necessitate supervisor intervention.” If teachers
want students to become more responsible, then they must provide
them with the independence to make their own decisions and learn
from their mistakes. Only then will students have any opportunity to
grow and develop into responsible adults. There will be no ‘hall passes’ when we go to college and start our careers, meaning that we must
learn to be accountable on our own now, so that we are not dependent on such regulations as we advance to new stages in our lives.
So again, I ask our school officials, what is the point of these hall passes? If
it only increases students’ dependence on adults to guide them, then how
will this policy make students more responsible or develop the capacity
to not only function, but thrive in this world as proficient individuals?
After

all,

isn’t

that

the

primary

goal

of

education?

Undressing the Dress Code

By Sarah Kasar, Kelly Merritts, Katerina Miller, Journalism Students
This statement from Samantha brings to light how uncertain the dress
When you’re clothing shopping what are you thinking about? code can be. The first point of the dress code says that “clothing,
Maybe the fit of the clothing item or the color? However, the which in the opinion of school personnel is excessively tight, revealmost important question you should be asking is this: am I al- ing or immodest,” is forbidden. But leaving sensitive policies like
lowed to wear this to school? Watchung Hills has always had a the dress code up for “opinion” seems counterintuitive. How are you
dress code and lists the parameters on the official school website: supposed to enforce a rule that does not have concrete guidelines for
what it means to break them? A more concrete dresscode may less• Clothing, which in the opinion of school personnel is excessively en the debate of what is “excessively tight, revealing or immodest.”
tight, revealing or immodest.
• Clothing which reveals undergarments.
While the dress code is targeted towards students, that does not mean
• Clothing which violates acceptable safety standards.
teachers don’t have an opinion.
• Clothing which promotes/endorses/advertises alcohol, drugs,
tobacco products or gang affiliation.
“I think that it is not equally implemented… There are many
• Clothing which displays biased, prejudicial, and/or profane lantimes when I feel like it is aimed more at the female students than
guage.
it is aimed at the male students and I also think that a lot of what
• Sunglasses (unless by medical order to be worn indoors).
has been dress coded is not necessarily inappropriate,” said Mi• Clothing that is see-through.
chele Lettington, a history teacher at WHRHS. When asked what
• Shoes must be worn at all times. Footwear considered unsafe will should be done to change the dress code for the better this is what
not be permitted.
she said, “I would make it more equitable. I don’t think it should be
• Hoods or any clothing, accessory, or object that conceals the
objective like based on anyone’s opinion. I think it should be general
identity of a student are not to be worn at any time in the buildand there are ACLU guidelines that the school can follow to make
ing.
sure that we are not discriminating against any group of people.”.
• Bandannas or non-religious head coverings may not be worn
anywhere in the building or on school premises.
If Watchung Hills truly wants to protect the safety and learnThis is what some students and staff had to say about the dress code:
“I think the dress code oversexualizes students because
it deems what they think is too sexual for school. Therefore there should be no dress code.” - Samantha Fahs (senior)

ing environment of its students, they would create a more general and concrete dress code that makes students feel comfortable in whatever they deem as school appropriate.

Health and Wellness

Student News

Here We Are Again: Deltacron

Flour Baby Fever

By Annie Dong, Staff Writer
As states begin to lift the indoor mask mandates, many Americans
are also beginning to ease up on their own preventative measures.
After the Omicron variant emerged in winter, then peaked to the point
where Covid cases have never risen before, there seems to finally be
a break to this never-ending pandemic. However, as scientists have
speculated, another variant of interest was bound to happen. Truly a
dreaded name, Deltacron, seems to be that variant. It is a combination
of the Delta variant and the Omicron variant.
Researchers initially detected a few cases of Omicron BA.2 (Deltacron) in Europe in January. This variant circulated for some time, and
got to the US in late February. Within the past two weeks in America,
there has been a significant rise in cases since the first Omicron surge.
More than half of all positive Covid cases can be attributed to Omicron BA.2. The Omicron BA.2 virus itself is 80% more contagious
than Omicron BA.1.
Public health officials predicted that this variant will not surge in the
US like the other one, as a combined effort from more vaccinations
and the surge of Omicron cases, which gave many Americans immunity, will provide protection. That said, less than two-thirds of all
Americans are not fully vaccinated. It is essential that we do our part
in weakening the contagion pandemic, that way we do not overwhelm
hospitals and ICUs - a dangerous situation that is preventable if proper precautions are taken.

Student News

Juniors Take Mandatory ‘Exit’ Test
By Annie Liu, Staff Writer

In New Jersey, juniors and future juniors were mandated to take
the New Jersey Graduation Proficiency Assessment (NJGPA). Mr.
D’Alessio, the testing coordinator at Watchung Hills, said, “The
NJGPA is a statewide assessment given to all 11th graders in ELA
and Math. The test measures student comprehension of the NJ State
Learning Standards in ELA and Math. It also is linked to the NJ Standardized Testing Requirement for all NJ high school students. Once
results come in for the tests, faculty and staff assess the data and look
for areas where we can better our instruction for students.”
The week of March 14-18, 2022, the class of 2023 took a 90-minute
exam every day assessing Language Arts for three days and Mathematics for two days. Students at Watchung Hills Regional High
School received emails several times a week, ensuring they knew the
dates and info on the exams. These emails stated, “In March of this
year all 11th-grade students in the state of New Jersey will be required
to take a new state assessment called the New Jersey Graduation Proficiency Assessment or NJGPA. TAKING and PASSING the NJGPA
is a graduation requirement for the class of 2023.”
The math portion of this assessment was a disadvantage for students
in a lower math classes. The test included concepts of Trigonometry
that students in Algebra 2 had not yet learned. The English portion included different passages and questions to demonstrate reading comprehension. Writing an essay or short paragraph response for each of
the three days of testing was tiring for many students. Others worried
that their score might affect their ability to graduate.
Jimena Corrales, a fellow junior at Watchung Hills Regional High
School, said, “All of a sudden, my three years of hard work and grades
are lost, and now a test determines if I get to graduate.” Several students in the state are wondering how the exam will impact their lives.
Diana Monterroso, a junior at Watchung Hills Regional High School,
said, “Testing created so much anxiety for juniors and others in the
school due to schedule changes and test dates being moved.”
Now, the school is moving through completing AP Exams, which began the week of May 2.
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By Maia Demola, Olivia Lapetina, Olivia Risler, and Ava Lattarul,
Journalism Students
Seniors at Watchung Hills Regional High School recently completed a project in health class that turned them into parents for a week.
This March, seniors were
tasked with taking care
of a bag of flour - taking
it everywhere and making
sure it is cared for. This
project was meant to teach
the students how important and hard it is to take
care of a child. This project was worth 100 points.
Deductions happen if the
baby gets lost, any flour
falls out of the bag, or the
bag breaks. Breaking can
occur if the senior was not
gentle enough, or if the bag
was stabbed or dropped.
“The lesson is about accountability, working and cooperating, and collaborating with another person to keep the sack of flour safe. And then we
also incorporate parenting,” said Ms. Basini, a Health teacher.
Students had to carry it in every class, in
school, and take it with them out of school.
Additionally, students had to take pictures
with their babies where they took them.
Pairs can alternate who has to take care of it
which day. “It’s been honestly life changing,
it’s kinda crazy, you know like, I’m just a 17
year old kid and now I’ve got to take care of
this other life,” said Ryan (Taco) Accomando, a senior from Mrs.Ocello’s health class.
This project taught students valuable lessons about parenting, coordination, and responsibility with peers. It is a
simple concept that incorporates important life skills like responsibility,
communication, and caretaking.
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Politics and World News

Kentaji Brown: The Supreme Court’s
Newest Edition
By Arjun Srinivas, Assistant Politics and World News Editor

When President Biden nominated Ketanji Brown Jackson to the Supreme
Court, history was made. This is because once confirmed, she became the
first African-American woman to be a justice in the high court. However,
to be appointed to the Supreme Court, a nominee must be confirmed by
the Senate, meaning that following the nomination was a thorough vetting process. Here is a quick recap of both days of Jackson’s hearings.
During the first day, many senators took the opportunity to denounce
how previous hearings were handled, such as Senator Lindsey Graham
revealing, “Most of us couldn’t go back to our offices during Kavanaugh
[hearing] without getting spit on.” Conservatives also emphasized the
importance of protecting the court, such as Senator Lee, who explained
that packing the court and turning it into a political body would cause irreparable damage. In light of conservative criticisms that she would bring
a far too liberal ideology to the court, she assured the senators that she
will always, “decide cases from a neutral posture,” and look at the facts
of each case to determine her holding. Senator Josh Hawley and other
conservatives criticized the judge for being too soft on crime, questioning her alleged leniency on a child pornography sentencing. However,
Jackson’s sentencing was based on recommendations made by a bipartisan sentencing commission, and sentencing was almost unanimously
supported by not just judges like Jackson, but also conservatives serving
on the commission.
On Jackson’s second day of hearings, she continued to be questioned by
senators. She was asked numerous important questions about her actions
in the past and the hypothetical future. Senator Ted Cruz attempted to
link Jackson to critical race theory, the idea that race is a social construct
and that racism is intrinsically linked to American laws. Cruz stated that
Jackson serves on the board of trustees of a DC school “overflowing with
critical race theory.” Jackson continued to deny these claims, stating that
the board of trustees she is on does not decide the school curriculum, and
that the controversial theory does not come up in her work as a judge.
Sen. Hawley continued to assert that Jackson was lenient on child pornography cases, an accusation that the justice continued to deny. Jackson
was also asked about the future of the Supreme Court, and whether the
court should be reformed or expanded. Jackson simply stated that reform
should be left up to legislation, not justices.
After days of contentious questions and politics, Jackson was confirmed
and became the Supreme Court’s newest justice.

The Russia-Ukraine Conflict
By Ava Maloney, Staff Writer
After months of military build-up on Russia’s border, the Russia-Ukraine conflict escalated to an invasion and full-scale war
in late February 2022. For decades, the two nations have had an
unstable history following Ukraine’s declaration of independence
in 1991 after the collapse of the Soviet Union. When Ukraine expressed interest in becoming a member of NATO, Russian President Vladimir Putin received this, “...as a direct threat to the security of Russia.”
Leading experts believe Putin’s ultimate goals are to capture
Ukraine’s capital of Kyiv, overturn the nation’s democratic institutions, and integrate Ukraine into Russia. While Putin alleges that
his “special military operation” is going “according to plan,” he is
being faced with more resistance than anticipated, indicating that
his invasion may not truly be going as he originally planned.
Within the first weeks of war, Russia invaded Ukraine’s northern
and southern fronts and has since attacked the major Ukrainian
cities of Kyiv, Kharkiv, Mariupol, and Lviv. The war has claimed
thousands of lives. An estimated twelve million Ukrainian citizens
have fled their homes, while an additional 5.6 million have left
the country, resulting in a refugee crisis. Those stranded in cities
currently being bombed are left without running water, heat, or
electricity.
Ukraine continues to put up a fight. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has remained inside Ukraine and continues to urge
the world to help his country in offering political and military support. Zelensky recently declared that “[Ukranians] will not give
up… we will continue fighting, whatever the cost.”

Russian and Ukrainian representatives continue to discuss peace
treaties and potential agreements, and met face-to-face in Istanbul
to negotiate. Israel’s Prime Minister Naftali Bennett also flew to
Moscow to meet with Putin and encourage demilitarization. Russian officials discussed de-escalation tactics that would entail Russia’s gradual scaling back of military activity in Ukraine, rather than
a full ceasefire. However, two Ukrainian delegates were allegedly
poisoned at one of these meetings. Foreign powers, including the
United States, express skepticism over Russia’s claims. “There is
what Russia says and there is what Russia does,” US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken expressed in reference to the matter.
The United States and its allies have no current plans to send
troops to Ukraine, as it is not a NATO member and thus does not
obligate military defense. Instead, nations across the globe have
enacted significant sanctions intended to destroy Russia’s economy, have offered diplomatic support in the form of verbal condemnations, and have provided military weaponry and humanitarian
aid to Ukraine. These sanctions have impacted the global economy
and have taken heavy tolls on Russian banks, businesses, and industries such as technology and finance.
Although the United States relies on Russia for only 8% of the nation’s gasoline, Russia is one of the world’s biggest oil suppliers.
As a result of today’s global market, gasoline prices are affected
worldwide--which is why prices have soared upwards of $5.00 in
America. The United States has also announced plans to welcome
up to 100,000 Ukrainian refugees. As the Russia-Ukraine war continues, nations intend to offer increased support for Ukraine and
its citizens.

Arts and Entertainment
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Oscars 2022: The Slap Seen Around the World and Other Moments Gone Wrong
By Annie Liu, Staff Writer

By now, you have probably heard about actor Will Smith slapping comedian Chris Rock at the 2022 Oscars, also known as “the slap seen around
the world.” What exactly provoked Smith to do this on live television? As Rock was announcing the best documentary award, he made a joke
about Smith’s wife, Jada Pinkett Smith’s, shaved head, saying, “Jada, I love you. G.I Jane 2, can’t wait to see it.” This was an insensitive remark,
as Pinkett Smith has been open about having alopecia and shaving her head because of this hair loss condition. Will Smith was not about to let
Rock’s comment slide and walked onstage to slap him in the face, then demanding that Rock keep his wife’s name out of his mouth. His unexpected actions shocked both Rock and the audience, causing a sudden change in mood. This incident overshadowed the rest of the night’s events and
speeches, and will likely be how the 2022 Oscars will forever be remembered. However, Smith’s slap was not the only disappointing moment in
this year’s Oscars.
To prevent the live telecast from going overtime, eight Oscar categories were prerecorded, including short films plus production design, score,
editing, makeup and hairstyling, and sound. However, not only did the broadcast still go over the time limit, this decision shows a lack of respect
for professionals working in these categories. Though their work is crucial to filmmaking, these professionals had to accept their awards in front of
an empty room with little cheer or glory. Then, clips were played during the live broadcast with audience clips spliced in between to keep television viewers oblivious. While these eight categories were cut to save time, what took their place? Perhaps it was even more inappropriate humor.
For example, the hosts of the show were seen mocking the nominated films, especially the animation category, which they described as “for kids
to enjoy and adults to endure.” The
Oscars hosts received much backlash for saying this, given that many
animated films nowadays help
advocate for diversity and discuss
serious topics, such as one of the
nominees, Flee.
Of course, there were still several
highlights throughout the night,
such as CODA star Troy Kotsur’s
moving acceptance speech for Best
Supporting Actor given in sign language, and Ariana DeBose’s inspiring speech as the first openly queer
woman of color to win an Oscar in
the Acting category. Despite this,
it is clear that the 2022 Oscars had
enough uncomfortable and disappointing moments to end on a sour
note.

Sonic 2 Hits Theaters

By Julia DeMontagnac, Staff Writer
As it becomes safer to go to theaters in person, now is a perfect time to use your supersonic speed and run to your nearest theater to watch Sonic
the Hedgehog 2. In this sequel to Sonic the Hedgehog, Sonic teams up with his sidekick, Tails, and together they venture on a journey around the
world to find the Master Emerald before it falls into the hands of the evil Doctor Eggman. The film includes comedy, action, and adventure, and
critics say, “#SonicMovie2 is EVERYTHING I wanted filled with moments I didn’t know I was allowed to ask for. It makes the first #Sonic look
like child’s play.” This is a perfect movie to enjoy with family and friends, so do not miss it!

Features

WORDLE: Just a Phase or Here to Stay?
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By Selina Zhan, Staff Writer

The recent sensational word game, Wordle, is no longer an unfamiliar term to most people. Wordle, created by Josh Wardle in October of 2021,
rose to popularity, combining the human desire for competition and the short attention span most people possess. After being bought by the New
York Times on January 31, 2022 for over a million dollars, Wordle has only continued to increase in popularity. The game challenges users to
guess a different five-letter word randomly chosen each day in under six tries. Upon making their first choice, players then get to see how many
letters they got right: grey showing none, yellow showing a letter in the wrong spot, and green showing a letter in the right spot. Eventually,
the player may either guess the right word (Hooray!) or wallow in misery until the next day, when a new word is chosen and the process starts
over. Predictably so, as the popularity for Wordle grows, one word a day just does not seem enough. Below are some of the most popular Wordle
spinoffs that have, just like Wordle, started to gain fame based on the concise yet captivating concept.
Globle: Globle is Wordle, but for those who want to take a shot at geography. Using a globe, hence the name Globle, the game has users guess a
country to win. Similarly to Wordle, with each country the user guesses, a color will appear, indicating how close the country is, location-wise, to
the mystery country of the day.
Heardle: Heardle is for music-lovers who also enjoy guessing games. Heardle, like Wordle, has the user guess the song of the day in under six
tries. Each time, the game plays a very short clip, only a few seconds long, to the user. With each guess, the clips, starting from the intro of the
song, get longer and longer in length until the user guesses the song or runs out of guesses. A great way to find new songs to add to your Spotify
playlist, Heardle is starting to become more and more well-known.
Nerdle: Nerdle might not be for everyone, but for those that appreciate and have the capability to do math, Nerdle is the game to play. The classic
Nerdle has users guessing an operation that is eight characters long in under six tries. It then shows which characters are right, using green, burgundy, and black instead of Wordle’s green, yellow, and grey.
Worldle: This one might be a little harder to find on the web, since Worldle often autocorrects to Wordle. Worldle does what it sounds like. Similar to Globle, Worldle gives the user an outline of a country and then has the user guess that country, once again, in under six tries (déjà vu?). The
hints include how close the mystery country is to the country the player guessed as well as the direction the mystery country is in.
Spurring on many new alternatives and giving players a daily dose of whatever it is, a word, country, or song, Wordle has been quite the viral
game. For those that feel waiting 24 hours for a new challenge is just unbearable, be sure to try out the just-as-interesting alternatives. My own
personal Wordle of the day? E N J O Y!

Junior Class Enjoys Successful Prom
By Aaron Opell, Staff Writer

Over 350 people attended the “Under the Stars” Junior Prom, which took place on Friday, April 29th at Pines Manor. The evening featured Emcee
“Mo” from Finesse Entertainment. With pre-arranged song requests and input from the
Junior Grade Level Council (GLC) and various viewpoints from the entire grade, prom
featurde a range of fun features for all attendees.
From arranging balloon pillars and archways in the ballroom to installing a photo booth,
the GLC was hard at work to make this event a success, and its members were extremely
excited for the big day. The party planning involves a lot of time and effort, but the planners are please at how the final results came together. We thank them for their dedication
to making this an evening to remember.

Student News
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Watchung Hills’ Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious Production of “Mary Poppins”
By David Youssef, Staff Writer

Chances are, you’ve heard the phrase “Are you ready to see Bert and Mary fly?” many times for the past few months. Four months after auditions began in December, with the cast and crew hard at work to bring a great show, Mary Poppins made its debut in the PAC on March 17th,
2022, running four performances. If you don’t know the story of Mary Poppins, here’s the rundown:
Bert (played by Dominic Popolo) tells us the story of the Banks family, which consists of George (played by Harshil Singh), Winifred (played
by Edrienne Hester), and Jane and Michael (played by Aria Anthony and Michael Banker respectively), while Admiral Boom (played by Gordon
Chu) and Miss Lark (played by Athena Ioannou) talk with Bert about what’s happening. As their latest nanny, Katie Nana (played by Savannah Bellovin) leaves the house, the Banks need a new nanny. Then, Mary Poppins (played by Jordan Pincus) appears in the house, proving that
she’s “Practically Perfect” in every way. From here, she leads the kids through many lessons, from taking them to the park and showing them its
wonders in “Jolly Holiday” with the statue Neleus (played by Leina Staudinger), to teaching them how to be tidier in “Spoonful of Sugar” with
Roberston Ay (played by Donald Davison). Mary and Bert also take the kids to Mrs. Corry’s Talking Shop. With Mrs. Corry (played by Samantha Clark), Mary teaches them the word “Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious!” Things take a dark turn as George is suspended from his job after
declining a loan and lashes out at his kids. After Mary scares the children, showing the effect of their attitude with Valentine (played by Luke
Dorsi) and the other toys treating them like how the kids treat them, the kids fall asleep. Mary talks with Bert on the rooftops and then leaves.
After Jane, Michael and Ms. Brill (played by Jay Harrison) find a note simply saying “au revoir”, and they hope for her return.
Time passes into winter and a new nanny arrives. Unfortunately, The Holy Terror Miss Andrews (played by Calyn Goldberg), who was the
nanny for George, enters instead. She sings about how she punishes children and maintains order in “Brimstone and Treacle.” The children then
escape into the park, where they find Bert and he shows Michael how to fly a kite in “Let’s Go Fly A Kite” with the Park Keeper (played by John
Doucette), and Mary flies in from the sky. Mary, Jane and Michael go to confront Miss Andrews and we cut to George, who sings about being
“Good For Nothing” in the park. As the kids and Mary return to the house, Miss Andrews and Mary Poppins go into a showdown of wits, where
Miss Andrews is defeated and Mary reclaims her spot in the Banks’ house. After Winifred finds that the kids are safe and Mary has returned,
the Policeman (played by Ethan Moran) brings home George, who’s scared about being fired. The kids are then whisked onto the rooftops with
Bert, who shows them their guardian angels, the chimney sweeps, in “Step in Time.” At the end of the song, the sweeps cause chaos in the
Banks’ house and George receives a letter from the bank. As he leaves, Mary teaches Winifred, Jane and Michael “Anything Can Happen If You
Let It.” As George makes his way to the bank, he gives money to the Bird Woman (also played by Calyn Goldberg) and talks at the bank about
humanity and why he turned down the promising deal. To his surprise, The Bank Chairman (played by Gene Chung) tells him he saved the
bank, and George earns a raise. After everybody sings together in the
heavens, Mary leaves the family,
now together again.
A show of this size couldn’t have
been done without a large, strong
ensemble to support it. The ensemble here includes Harley Banker,
Emily Da Cruz, Luke Dorsi, Mars
Doss, Hannah Laufer, Tom Osmond, Lillian Palmer, Izzy Posada,
Katie Rall, Alexa Speeney and
Leina Staudinger (Dance Captains),
Liam Torres, Maya Wishnia and
David Youssef. You can find them
anywhere in the songs, being park
strollers, animals and statues in
“Jolly Holiday,” clerks in the bank,
customers in Mrs. Corry’s shop, the
living toys, or even the sweeps tap
dancing on the rooftops.
That’s not to say that the actors could’ve done anything without the crew, who were behind all of the great props, costumes, the sets themselves,
and even the flying. From Director Timothy Lynch and Student Director Nick Harrison and Assistant Director Grace Wang, to the Stage Crew
consisting of Ben Cupit, Miles Hionis, Tyler Isherwood, Lucas Melo and led by Jaimie Wu, the acting and scenes succeeded in being smooth
and powerful. Despite no presence in the wings onstage, the props, construction and costume crews made the show a wonder to look at. From
Pavi Ponnolu leading the Props Crew with Juliette Cheng, Holly Lewis and Savannah Murphy, to Lydia Eberle leading the Costume Crew with
Anne O’Mullan and Cheyenne Carbone, and to the Construction Crew of Isma’el Williams and Lucas Risso, the show looked great. The show’s
tech was led by Chris Valenti and Alexa Walters, handling the
sound and sights of the show. From the singing led by Stephen Dodrv, to the choreography by Tara Catalina, the crew
held together and made the show technically, vocally, and
visually amazing.
The show opened to great reception with people standing at
the end for bows and cheering for the actors. For the four
times the show ran, each performance had people cheering
after each number. The show also did something that some
high schools dared to do, actually have the actors fly! Both
Mary and Bert were indeed flying in the show in their respective scenes. Each time they went up in the air, the audience
applauded at the sight. Overall, Mary Poppins was a well received show and the hard work the cast and crew put in really
showed through each number and scene.

Sports

Saint Peter’s Historic Cinderella Run
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By Jackson Scala and Kevin Hain, Journalism Students
No. 15 seed Saint Peter’s completed the unthinkable by upsetting 2-seed Kentucky, 3-seed Purdue and 7-seed Murray State. With these wins, St.
Peter’s became the third 15-seed to advance to the Sweet 16 and the first 15-seed to reach the Elite 8 since 1978, when the tournament expanded
to include 64 teams. Additionally, these were the first three wins for the program in the history of March Madness, as they had previously been
0-3 in the tournament, and the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference’s first wins in the tournament since 2009.
According to the New York Post, “Kentucky entered the game as a 17.5-point favorite. In terms of point spread, it was the fifth biggest upset since
1978.” This upset was one of the leading factors as to why no perfect brackets, out of about 70 million, remained following the “Round of 64.”
Out of 17.3 million brackets on ESPN, 4.4% of the people picked Saint Peter’s to upset Kenctucky. This was the 6th lowest picked team to advance
in the round of 64. Out of all those 17.3 million brackets, only 1.9% had Saint Peter’s advancing to the Sweet 16, and 0.9% had them in the Elite
8, the 7th least picked team.
Even financially, Kentucky’s men’s basketball
team is far more profitable than Saint Peter’s.
“St. Peter’s men’s basketball coach Shaheen
Holloway made $266,344 in 2019; Kentucky
head coach John Calipari’s base salary is $8.5
million. St. Peter’s basketball revenue was
$1.6 million in 2019-20, while Kentucky’s
was $29.3 million.”
Coming into the season, Saint Peter’s had no
players on their roster that were nationally
ranked coming out of high school. Kentucky,
however, had the following: three 5 star players, six 4 star players, and two 3 star players
on their roster. Kentucky also had a “NCAA
Player of the Year” finalist on their team in
Oscar Tshiebwe. Purdue’s roster is talented
as well, including 4 four stars, one of those
players being Jaden Ivey. Ivey is a 1st team
All-Big Ten, 2nd team All-American and
potential 2022 NBA lottery pick.
In their game against Purdue, the Peacocks,
despite being out-shot and out-rebounded,
were able to force 15 turnovers in a nail biting three-point victory. Prior to the game,
Purdue was favored to win by 13 points. In addition, the Peacocks were able to hold Ivey to 4-12 shooting and only 9 points, while also holding
7’4” Zach Edey to just two rebounds, both on the offensive glass.

Fun-n-Games
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Ultimate Frisbee Kicks Off 2022 Season
By Annie Dong, Staff Writer

Ultimate Frisbee, a game played with a disc requiring an understanding of opponents and tactical skill, was created in 1968 by high school
students at Columbia High School in New Jersey. Most likely due
to its proximity to WHRHS, this competitive sport is a huge part of
Watchung Hills’ athletic culture. The WHRHS Warriors teams for both
boys and girls have long records of success in the New Jersey High
School Ultimate Championships. Although frisbee is not a widely popular sport, let’s recognize the great achievements of our current and
former athletes at Watchung Hills.
Coach Kev is in his first year coaching the WHRHS Ultimate teams for
boys and girls. There will be thrilling tournaments throughout the season for both teams. He says, “I think it’s really cool how much Ultimate
Frisbee is growing, and being able to play against out-of-state teams is
pretty awesome! This season is going to be a lot of fun!”
The girls’ team captain, Abby Kohan (Junior), says “I’m really looking
forward to seeing all of my teammates play high-intensity, high-spirited games. I always get really excited when I see players finding their strengths on the field and becoming more confident as the season goes on.”
Look forward to a successful season and wish your fellow Warriors luck in the 2022 spring season!

The Impact and Work of WHRHS’ Project ALS
By Siena Martin, Staff Writer

On March 31st the ALS Alliance held a meeting in the South auditorium featuring speakers from Project ALS. ALS Alliance is a club here at
Watchung Hills that fundraises for Project ALS, a nonprofit organization that aims to discover a cure and treatment for ALS and other brain based
diseases. ALS, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or Lou Gehrig’s disease is a neurodegenerative disease that targets nerves in the brain and spinal cord,
effectively destroying the neurons that allow voluntary muscle movement.
A great deal of details surrounding ALS from who is most likely to be diagnosed with it to why are still unknown. These details are the kind Project
ALS endeavors to uncover through their funding of research programs with academic institutions like Harvard and Columbia University.
The March 31st meeting was a celebration of and the opportunity to speak about the result of Project ALS’s research, Prosetin, an ALS drug cleared
by the FDA currently in trials. Speakers at the meeting included Valerie Estess, director of research at Project ALS, and Erin Fleming, Co founder
and senior director of operations at ProJenX, a collaboration company between Project ALS and researchers at Columbia University. For ALS
medication, there are numerous ecological and biological factors that must be taken into consideration whilst in the vetting and developing stages,
in many instances transferring drugs to a more realistic environment makes results less effective.
For example, any drug targeting brain diseases needs to penetrate the brain and get to the nerves targeted by neurodegenerative diseases, a lot of
drugs developed cannot do that and or were not made with that knowledge and intent. Out of a hundred drugs over a seven year development process, Prosetin was the drug that rose to the top, fulfilling the right criteria in a way that deemed it a with the most potential.
Project ALS credits Watchung Hills’s ALS Alliance with helping to bring in the funding needed. Valerie Estess thanked ALS Alliance and their
efforts, saying, “your funding has made a profound impact.”
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