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Features

Homecoming: A Game to Remember
By Jack Osmond, Features Editor

The Watchung Hills community came together for a great Homecoming game last Friday night. After over a year of missing many large gatherings, the Homecoming game represented a moment of unity and togetherness for students, parents, and families. The Homecoming election
was highly competitive. From memes to posters in the bathrooms, everyone campaigned hard to ensure the victory of their friends.
The nominees for Queen were Julianne “Jules” Olechowski, Inica Kotasthane, Grace Scali, Danielle Toscano, and Abigail Wighard. The nominees for King were Sujay Boyapalli, Shiv Goel, Vincent Rizzi, George Tsimis, and Brandon Wu.
Most candidates were just happy to be there. Nominee
Jules Olechowski said, “I was shocked, I didn’t expect
to get it… I’m kind of nervous, but I’m very excited.”
George Tsimis said he felt “honored,” and wanted to
“shout out to all my boys who voted for me.”
In the end, announcers Tyler Irving and Kennedy Fratto
declared Sujay Boyapalli and Grace Scalli as Homecoming King and Queen, much to the excitement of their
friends and the school community. Sujay was seen sporting the classic #FreeSuj shirt that has become a staple of
the WHRHS community.
One of the greatest highlights of the night was the chicken nuggets brought and distributed to students. A student described it as “a true moment of school unity.”
Despite the upsetting loss, the game was action-packed
and the WH team put up a tough fight, ending the game
with a final score of 14-6.
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9th and 10th Grade Mixer Makes it Debut
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By Isabella Thomas, Staff Writer
The air was filled with excitement and anticipation as freshmen and sophomore students walked onto the football field
and received their snack tickets at the front table. From
backyard games, to dancing, to a hula-hooping contest,
the 9th and 10th Grade Mixer looked to be an exciting and
propitious event. However, opinions on whether the mixer
delivered were divided among those that attended.
The 9th and 10th Grade Mixer, organized by the All School
Council (ASC), the Grade Level Council (GLC) and the
PTO, took place on September 25, from 3 to 5 PM. Realizing the negative impacts of the recent remote learning on
this year’s incoming freshman and sophomore students,
the ASC and the GLC decided to provide these students
with the opportunity to become acquainted with their peers
outside of the classroom, and create an overall welcoming
environment for the students.
As the event commenced, groups of students clustered
across the field. Attendees had the choice of renewing the
tickets they received at the start of the event for water,
snacks, or a Chick-fil-A sandwich. The announcer would
frequently “shout out” random people, which most attendees found amusing. Music was also played throughout the event, and participants were given the opportunity to dance and compete in contests.
The event attracted a decent number of people for its first time being held. This number was expected to grow, but perhaps because the weather
was so nice, the crowd remained modest. Most enjoyed their time at the mixer, as it was as an occasion to spend time with old friends and make
new ones. However, there was some disappointment amongst the attendees as well, as they expected more to participate. The general sentiment
was that the mixer was a good idea, but could have been better if more students attended. Nevertheless, the majority of students agreed that they
would likely go to a similar event next year.
Overall, the ASC, GLC and PTO did a great job in organizing the event. The event principally served its purpose of bringing students from the
freshman and sophomore grades together, and allowing them to have in-person interaction. As this new tradition settles into the school’s yearly
routine, the 9th and 10th Grade Mixer appears promising as an ongoing annual event at Watchung Hills.

Senior Spotlight: How Shiv Goel is Changing the Sustainable Fashion Industry
By Ryan Rana, Staff Writer
We live in a time where climate change is at the utmost relevance, and there are many ways that humans contribute to hurting the climate because
of the products we buy and use on a regular basis. Many may not know this, but one of the most harmful products we buy is actually clothing. This
is a real problem because most people wouldn’t know from where to buy eco-friendly clothing. Luckily, there is a solution, and behind that solution is Shiv Goel.
Shiv Goel is a senior at WHRHS and he’s been a youth climate activist for about two and half years. In the summer of 2019 he co-founded a registered non-profit called the Green Consumer Project(GCP). The goal of GCP is to “provide resources for cautious consumers to streamline access
toward environmentally friendly brands.” It is essentially the go-to spot to shop and discover brands and companies that are focused on sustainability and helping the environment. It does this by utilizing their website (greenconsumerproject.com), social media, and speaking events.
Shiv has always been interested in climate activism even since a young age. According to Shiv, “my inspiration for getting into climate activism actually came from
my culture.” In his religion he is not allowed to eat beef, and so growing up he was
always confused as to why people who did not consume meat also owned leather
clothing, shoes, belts, wallets, etc. He said, “something about that never sat right.”
So in his freshman year he cut out all red meats and stopped using leather in his
life. He even pulled out his wallet made from an old bike tire.
Around a year later, Shiv found himself with a history class assignment in which he
had to do something environmentally related. So he, Jack Osmond (another senior
at WHRHS and co-founder), and several other students came up with the GCP.
After the project finished, Shiv and Jack took the idea and turned it into a reality.
Now the GCP has over forty youth volunteers from across the country all working
for a common goal.
By doing so much fantastic work with this organization, Shiv has been able to
speak at events, give presentations/speeches, and represent his organization. This
introduced him to another one of his passions which is public speaking. For Shiv,
“speaking for me is taking exactly what I’m thinking and conveying it in a way that
is beneficial to the world.”
Shiv said that the best advice he could give to anybody interested in climate activism and/or public speaking is, “just do your research”. Whenever you are going to speak at a place or take on a new project make sure you actually
know what you are doing before doing it. After high school Shiv wants to continue working with the GCP and converting from just a resource to
something more actionable within the local community.
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Taken By Emily Rothenberg, Staff Photographer
Right: The entrance to the Watchung Hills’ stadium.
Below: The girls soccer team celebrates one-hundred wins. Congrats!
Interested in taking pictures for the WHRHS Student Newspaper? Join our
Google Classroom with the code eeekfjq!
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The Club Fair Returns for the 2021 School Year
By Katerina Sicard and Sunayana Navuluri , Staff Writers
The 2021 WHRHS Annual Club Fair, which took place during lunch on October 5th to 7th, was highly anticipated after last year’s cancellation.
This year, the event took place on the Marching Band field, unlike the usual location of the Learning Commons. Student representatives from
various clubs, such as Economics, Waksman Molecular Biology, Young Democrats, and Ultimate Frisbee, lined the two rows of white tables with
their respective trifolds. After two years, WHRHS students were finally given the opportunity to present their respective clubs to the rest of the
student body in an engaging and effective way. A large number of students attended the fair and showed interest in various clubs, making the 2021
Club Fair a hit.
Jaime Lippitt, an executive board member of the Active Minds Club, asserted that the club was, “gaining new students and [the members] are so
excited for the upcoming year and to support mental health awareness.” Another member added, “We have gotten over 90 members for our first
year already.” The nationally recognized organization aims at destigmatizing Mental Health amongst teenagers and young adults, as well as helping people to feel comfortable in reaching out for help. Similarly, the Yearbook club expressed that they, too, gained new members from the club
fair. As one member remarked, “...we just started out and we already got two people signed up (today) so hopefully, we are looking to expand the
club.”
In the past year, the majority of the clubs at Watchung Hills were inactive and unrecognized by the student body. Enrollment for most clubs in the
2020-2021 school year greatly decreased in comparison to past years. The goals for many at this year’s Club Fair were to gain new members and
reactivate their clubs. Some were also looking to find members that could take over the club once the senior executive board members graduate.
As Shiv Goel, the president of the Model United Nations (MUN) club, stated, “Our goal for the club this year is to get as many new members as
possible. Like with Covid we weren’t able to do as much, so it will be nice for people to continue the club once we have all graduated.”
When attending the club fair, the jovial spirits and true passions the clubs displayed were evident. The addition of many new members, as well as
the increased exposure, benefited the clubs and student body of Watchung Hills tremendously, proving the success of the 2021 Club Fair.

Arts and Entertainment

Fall Play Auditions

By Sunayana Navuluri , Staff Writer
The 2021 WHRHS fall play auditions took place on September 13th and 14th in the PAC. This year the show is set to be
the comedic play You Can’t Take It with You, a story about
Alice Sycamore and her fiance Tony Kirby’s relationship being
threatened by Kirby’s family, who does not want them to be
together. The Sycamores are an oddball, eccentric family and
when the Kirbys arrive unexpectedly, disaster ensues.

WHRHS Cabaret
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By Pavithra Ponnolu , Staff Writer
That special time of year has arrived: fall! For thespians and all other theater
enjoyers at Watchung Hills, the fall season means auditions, the fall play, and,
of course, the fall cabaret. Each year, Watchung Hills’ Script and Cue club
hosts an annual cabaret in the fall and spring to showcase students’ talents,
ranging from singing and dancing to group scenes and stand-up comedy, or
anything else a student desires to perform.

The uplifting and jovial atmosphere of the auditions welcomed
all students who were interested in theatre. Edrienne Hester,
who was casted as Alice Sycamore, remarked, “the environment of play auditions was very relaxed, as Mr. Lynch tries his
hardest to make sure nobody is stressed” and “it’s a very warm
and welcoming feeling when everyone claps and cheers after
fellow actors’ performances.”
In the Sycamore family, Penny Sycamore is played by Jordan
Pincus, the Grandpa is played by Harshil Singh, Essie Carmichael is played by Samantha Clark, and Mr. Sycamore is
played by John Doucette. After successful auditions, students
are extremely excited to start the theatre season strong. One
student added, “so many people have already started putting in
time to prepare by coming to the dance workshops. This makes
me super excited because I know we will have a super dedicated and talented cast.”
The WHRHS Script and Cue is already off to a great start on
putting on a fantastic show, and we can’t wait to see the presumably outstanding results!

This year, the Script and Cue club presented the WHRHS fall cabaret production of 2021 on October 22 at 7:30 pm, hosted by Jordan Pincus and Harshil
Singh and accompanist, Eddie Wright.

The Hype Around Squid Game
By Annie Liu and Annie Dong, Staff Writers

Have you heard of dalgona or “honeycomb” candy or seen TikToks
of people in green tracksuits recently? If so, you may also have heard
of a new Netflix show called Squid Game, a South Korean drama that
has swept up popularity like a storm. Since its launch on September
17, 2021, Squid Game has already become the number one Netflix
show in 90 countries, including the US, and the most popular Netflix
series to launch ever, with 111 million fans worldwide. After having
watched the show ourselves, we can assure you that Squid Game is
worth the hype.
Squid Game is a nine episode survival, action, and horror drama
written, produced, and directed by Hwang Dong-hyuk. It follows the
story of main character, Seong Gi-hun, a man desperately in debt and
struggling to be a good father and son. He joins a mysterious game
along with 455 other people after hearing that the winner will be rewarded with a handsome cash prize -- 45.6 billion Korean won, about
$38 million, to be exact. The players come from a variety of different backgrounds, but they are all united by a common characteristic: they are
all tremendously in debt. To compete for the prize money, the players participate in a series of traditional Korean children’s games, such as “red
light, green light” and “tug-of-war.” Despite the seemingly childish games, the stakes are high: each round results in the deaths of the losers.
Perhaps one reason Squid Game has become so popular is because of the message it holds. Hwang Dong-hyuk sheds light on the issue of household debt in South Korea through the characters of Squid Game, who only end up in their desperate situation due to debt. Household debt in
South Korea has reached over 100% of the country’s GDP (gross domestic product). This means that for some people, even if they did not spend
any of the money they earned for a year, they still would not be able to pay off their debt, creating a tough situation to get out of. A widening
income gap, youth unemployment, and rising housing prices all contribute to this debt. Most people who struggle financially start off by borrowing money legally from banks, but if that is not enough, they often turn to second hand lenders who charge higher interest rates. And in the worst
case, they turn to loan sharks, who charge even higher interest rates, making it nearly impossible to pay off debt, just as the main character of
Squid Game did.
The filming techniques and developing storyline left viewers around the world craving for more episodes. Is it the nostalgic feel of each scene,
the bright and dazzling colors that draw our eyes, or the complex character arcs that’s made this K-drama so popular? All of the above, the
cinematography skills were just phenomenal. The combination of childhood games and blood are supposed to make viewers feel disturbed, two
things that definitely do not belong together, but this reflects the other juxtapositions, like child-like architecture within the playing rooms and the
darker, outside world. With just a circle, triangle, square, many will associate this with the breathtaking usage of minimalism. Overall, the show’s
special attributes disorients what people are used to seeing and draws each and everyone’s attention to the screen.
Being a non-English title, it can be hard to get English-only viewers to watch a subbed (subtitled) or dubbed show. Asian media has long been
consumed by the west, but Squid Game has sparked a whole new interest. With millions of viewers worldwide, the language barrier, which has
prevented people from watching non-English shows, has been broken. We can see this happening with other international titles as well over the
last year, and can only expect the rate of viewers to increase. Squid Game is important in the sense of film, just as it is culturally.

Arts and Entertainment

Deltarune: Chapter 2: Does it Live Up to Its Expectations?
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By Winston Yang, Staff Writer
Deltarune is a game made by Toby Fox, who also created Undertale, a game most likely know about, either through having played it or through
the wild assortments of memes and pictures that are attributed to its name. Without mentioning much, Undertale has had a wildly influential legacy and gained popularity at an astonishing rate, quickly becoming a cult classic game despite its recent creation.
But enough about Undertale; what about Deltarune, you say? Well, having played the first chapter, it seems essentially the same as Undertale.
Of course, Toby Fox has said Deltarune is an alternate universe to Undertale, so at least it wasn’t an unintentional lack of originality; truthfully,
though, the similarity ultimately does not detract, but instead adds to the atmosphere of this new world, giving a sense of familiarity along with
bringing new things to the table. Overall, this experience could be about the same as Undertale, minus some negligible differences like the combat system or plot. As mentioned before, this doesn’t necessarily tarnish Fox’s name, but because it doesn’t bring much new material, it falls flat
in comparison to Undertale’s instant rise in popularity.
Deltarune: Chapter 1 was released in 2018, two years after Undertale’s public release, and three years from then, we have the main topic of this
article, Deltarune: Chapter 2. It follows pretty much the same storyline as the first, main characters go to some place and they end up in another
Dark World, this time called Cyber Land.
It’s safe to say that Deltarune: Chapter 2 is definitely an improvement from the last chapter. The basis of the game, the soundtrack, the humor,
and the plot are all relatively the same, concise and fitting with the overall story. There were slight new conceptual additions, which may resemble j-rpg ideas, such as recruiting and training battles in the starter town within the first dark world, before you head to Cyber Land, but it doesn’t
really impact the game. It’s too early to really judge Deltarune as a whole, since this is only the second out of the seven chapters, but the game
would definitely benefit if they fleshed out the concept more in order to make it different from Undertale, or Deltarune: Chapter 1. The main
characters, Susie, Ralsei, and Kris, are joined by two more characters: Berdly, a smart bird who is quite arrogant but a somewhat benevolent
character under that vain exterior, and Noelle, a kind reindeer who experiences some mental dilemmas.
Despite all that has already been mentioned in favor of Deltarune: Chapter 2, where the game truly shines is in its writing. The Snow Grave
route, a route in which you actively choose to eliminate NPC non-player characters instead of sparing them, is one example. The route is quite
similar to that of Undertale’s, except there is more complexity and it is a bit more unorthodox take, as you at times manipulate someone else into
doing the eliminating. In most cases, games by Toby Fox are much more character-driven than plot-driven, and if the writing helps to improve
the best part of the game, this is ultimately an improvement to Chapter 1.
So to finally answer your question, yes, Deltarune: Chapter 2 more than lives up to the pre-established hype, because it manages to stay true to its
core strengths, that made Undertale and Deltarune: Chapter 1 so endearing, but also changes up enough to keep things fresh and interesting for
the player. Well, after having spent so much time talking about Deltarune: Chapter 2, I should go play it for myself to see if my experience will
live up to today’s review.

Politics and World News

Government Shutdown

By Elli Belyarchik, Assistant Features Editor
As the month of September drew to a close, Americans were met with the shocking news of the possibility of a government shutdown. Some,
unaware of what the revelation meant, began to panic, worrying that the government itself was failing. Contrary to these beliefs, however, the
government going through a crisis in which a shutdown is possible is not an entirely rare event. In fact, there have been a total of ten government
shutdowns in the history of the United States, ranging from four hours long to thirty-five days. The last shutdown occurred as recently as December of 2018 under the Trump administration.
In the United States, a government shutdown occurs when the federal budget for a year is reached before the year ends. A fiscal year ends on October 1st, rather than in December. In this case, Congress must pass a law to add money to the Federal Government’s funds before October 1st,
or risk the end of any non-essential activities and services provided by the government until an agreement can be made by Congress. There are
two main ways in which the Federal Government’s budget can be raised: Congress can either agree or disagree to raise the debt ceiling, which
would allow them to borrow more money.
If Congress decides to raise the debt ceiling, the already large amount of national debt that the United States has accrued will grow by an even
larger amount. However, if Congress does not raise the debt ceiling, America will be forced to default on its debt obligations, meaning that it
would be disposing of its financial obligations to its creditors. This would lead to a possible economic recession, as faith in the United States’
credit would be impaired, causing stock market crashes.
In the case of this year’s possible government shutdown, both the Democrats and Republicans of Congress agreed to fund the Federal Government. However, the two parties disagreed on how to do so, as Democrats wanted to raise the debt ceiling, while Republicans were against the
action. Republicans argued that increasing the debt ceiling would only encourage irresponsible government spending and intensify America’s
existing debt.
Despite the disagreement, though, the chance of a government shutdown was eliminated one day before the funding deadline, on September 31st.
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer announced that a stopgap bill had been agreed on, which would provide aid for Afghan refugees and
Americans affected by the recent natural disasters as well as fund the government.
Due to pushback from Republicans, the stopgap bill did not change the debt limit. As such, the government is currently operating on “extraordinary measures” rather than borrowed money. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen has issued a warning to Congress, stating that, “If it [Congress]
does not [raise the debt limit], America would default for the first time in history... our country would likely face a financial crisis and economic
recession.” Though the way forward in establishing additional government funding is murky, the largest issue, the threat of a government
shutdown, has been put to rest.
For now, American citizens can rest assured that, at least for the next few months, the Federal Government will be operating at its full capacity.

Politics and World News

Facebook Whistleblower

By Jacob Meltzer, Staff Writer
On Monday, October 4th, Facebook, as well as its other apps,
Instagram, Oculus and WhatsApp, experienced a 6-hour
outage, leaving users puzzled. The cause of the outage was
deemed to be from errors made during maintenance on Facebook’s network.
The following day, former Facebook employee Francis Haugen testified before a Senate subcommittee expressing her
grievances with the company, posing a threatening scandal to
Facebook. She claims that Facebook chooses its own financial
benefit over the safety of its users, and believes that the tech
giant harms children, assists in dividing the population, and
damages democracy. Haugen argues that Facebook does not
provide safety to consumers against the negative beliefs spread
across the platform.
Francis Haugen believes she has raised issues that have been
kept secret, regarding Facebook, to the public. Additionally,
she inspired another whistleblower, Sophie Zhang, to testify
against the company.
Zhang, like Haugen, was a former Facebook employee. After
she was fired due to “performance issues,” she claimed that
Facebook does not do enough to combat hate speech, misinformation and radical opinions surfacing on the social media
platform.
The results of Haugen’s testimony are still pending, but raise
questions over whether the government will intervene to monitor and regulate content on Facebook. This testimony, among
other controversies, are contributing to concern of misinformation across social media companies worldwide.

Social Democratic Party “Wins”
German Election

By James Wang, Staff Writer
On September 21st, Germany held its parliamentary elections,
with Chancellor Angela Merkel stepping down after sixteen
years of holding the position. The preliminary results from the
election suggest that Merkel’s decision to step down hurt her
Christian Democratic Union party, giving other parties more
opportunities to gain power and influence in the government.

New Jersey Gubernatorial Election
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By Arjun Srinivas, Staff Writer
With election day looming closer and closer, the question of who New Jersey’s next governor will be still remains unanswered. The two main nominees
for this race are incumbent Democrat Phil Murphy, and Republican challenger
Jack Ciattarelli, with both having immense amounts of funding behind them,
and evenly divided polls. This election cycle will be especially important to
the future of New Jersey as, besides covering standard political topics such as
taxes and education, it is heavily focused on COVID-19 policies: Murphy is
arguing for more restrictions, while Ciattarelli wants to dial back said restrictions. That being said, both candidates have a possibility of winning this race,
and New Jersey will have to decide which candidate wins.
Democrat Phil Murphy is the current governor, and him winning re-election
would net him his second term and result in not many changes in New Jersey. Murphy has stood by his policy on COVID-19, stating that masking and
vaccines work, and defended his mask mandate on schools K-12 as well as
his alliance for vaccine requirements. So far, Murphy is leading in polls by a
healthy margin, with the latest polls from the end of September giving Murphy a 9% lead on Ciattarelli. According to an August poll, Murphy also has
greater trust when it comes to handling the pandemic, with Murphy having
46% and Ciattarelli having 21%. Murphy also has the obvious advantage of
incumbency, with leaders already in power being notoriously hard to beat in
US elections.
Jack Ciattarelli is Murphy’s challenger, and offers a stark change in policy. When it comes to COVID-19, Ciattarelli opposes Murphy’s K-12 mask
mandate, saying that it is terrible for the social development of children, and
also unnecessary, due to most children having mild symptoms of the disease.
However, he did not mention the possibility for kids to spread the disease to
other, more susceptible groups, such as senior citizens. Ciattarelli also opposes vaccine mandates, stating that even though he is vaccinated, he believes the
decision to get vaccinated should be a choice, and that the government should
not interfere. He has also attacked Murphy on his stance on taxes, citing how
even though New Jersey has the highest property tax in the nation, Murphy
has no plans to change the policy.
Though Murphy is the incumbent, Ciattarelli has a few advantages. His biggest one so far has been being able to spend more on the election, with Murphy having spent $5.7 million while Ciattarelli has spent over $8.9 million.
Overall, both candidates have a possibility of winning this race for governor. What this election will come down to is the increased polarization over
COVID-19 policies, and issues over taxation.

This time, the Social Democratic Party, the Christian Democrats’ center-left rival, narrowly came out on top for the first time in fifteen years.
However, this narrow win by the Social Democrats does not necessarily mean that they have control over the nation’s politics, for they only received 25.7% of the votes, with the Christian Democrats (24.1%), the Green Party (14.8%), and several other parties receiving the rest.
How do the German Elections Work?
According to Germany’s Federal Statistics Office, 60.4 million people aged eighteen and above were eligible to vote in this year’s national election. Citizens do not directly vote for the Chancellor, but for representatives in the German Bundestag, a chamber similar to that of the House of
Representatives or House of Commons. There are a total of 598 seats available in the election, filled by voters from a two part ballot.
On one side of the ballot, known as the “Erststimme,” a voter is able to choose a single candidate that will act as a representative of their constituency, or district. The winning candidate from each constituency will then have a direct seat in the Bundestag, filling up a total of 299 seats.
On the other side of the ballot, known as the “Zweitstimme,” a voter is able to choose the political party they want to win the majority of the remaining 299 seats in the Bundestag. Each party wins a given number of seats depending on the total number of votes they received proportional
to all of the electoral votes. It should also be known that a party must receive at least 5% of the second vote in order to enter the Bundestag.
What about the Chancellor?
After all seats are filled, the Chancellor must then be chosen by the newly elected members of the Bundestag. The top candidate from the party
with the most votes will usually decide to form a coalition with other political parties. This will give the new coalition a majority in the Bundestag that will allow for the Chancellor from the coalition to win. It is still unclear as to what coalition will be formed, a possible one being made
of the SPD, CDU/CSU, and GRÜNE (Green Party). However, the major candidates for the position now are Armin Laschet of the Christian
Democratic Union Party, Olaf Scholz of the Social Democratic Party, Annalena Baerbock of The Greens, and Christian Lindner of the Free Democratic Party.
It is still unclear as to who will replace Merkel, and it may still take a few months until this is fully known. With the election of the representatives already over though, it is clear that this year’s election is very important toward the future of German domestic politics, as well as German
foreign policy. The rise of a new government may mean that Europe’s largest economy will have new types of relations with countries such as
China and Russia, and possibly also with the United States.
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Sports

NFL Season Update: Giants and Jets
By Sravan Desu, Staff Writer

With the NFL season starting a couple of weeks ago, the competition in each division has steadily increased. In the NFC conference, we see
major competition; the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Arizona Cardinals, and Los Angeles Rams are all major contenders to win the Super Bowl. The
Arizona Cardinals got off to a 5-0 start, being led by Kyler Muray, Deandre Hopkins, and J.J. Watt. In the AFC we see the Kansas City Chiefs
surprisingly struggling as they fell to 2-3 over the weekend. However, one AFC team that has been doing great is the Los Angeles Chargers. Led
by Justin Herbert and their new coach Brandon Staley, they are up to a 4-1 record after beating the Cleveland Browns 47-42 over the weekend.
We also saw the Buffalo Bills, who are being led by receiver Stefon Diggs and quarterback Josh Allen, defeat the Kansas City Chiefs to increase
their record to a 4-1.
New York Giants
After starting out 1-4 on the season, the news for the Giants hasn’t become any better. Running back Saquon Barkley hurt his ankle in Week 5
after missing most of last season due to an ACL tear. In addition to Barkley, key players such as Kenny Golladay and Darius Slayton are also
dealing with issues.
New York Jets
After drafting Zach Wilson with the 2nd pick in the draft, the Jets have not started off their season very well. Zach Wilson has been having games
with multiple interceptions but there have been steady improvements for him. They won their first game against the Tennessee Titans in overtime
(during Week 4) and are hoping to win their next game against the New England Patriots this upcoming weekend. The two rookie quarterbacks,
Zach Wilson and Mac Jones will face off once again in Week 6.

Five Activities to (Pumpkin) Spice Up
Your Autumn!

Recipe: Make Your Own Delicious
Pumpkin Pie

By Siena Martin, Staff Writer
1. See a Movie:

By Isabella Lesende, Staff Writer
Ingredients:
• 2 cups pumpkin or butternut squash purée
• 3 large eggs
• ½ cup brown sugar
• ⅓ cup white sugar
• ½ teaspoon salt
• 2 ⅛ teaspoons cinnamon
• 1 teaspoon ground ginger
• ¼ teaspoon ground nutmeg
• ¼ teaspoon ground cloves
• 1 ½ cups heavy cream or one 12 oz. can of evaporated milk
• 1 pie crust

This year’s fall season is jam-packed with the release of many Hollywood horror blockbusters. Besides new horror films, reboots of older
horror movies like Jeepers Creepers along with installments to popular franchises like Halloween, Resident Evil and Paranormal Activity
are coming out soon. These 2021 releases can be seen on streaming
services like Hulu, Netflix, DisneyPlus, and HBO MAX or in movie
theatres.
2. Pumpkin Carving:
Online and physical magazines and websites like Good Housekeeping
and Delish have different stencils and ideas to use to help carve the
best pumpkin of the season! Invite your friends over and have a contest!
3. Apple and Pumpkin Picking:
These iconic fall outdoor activities are a great way to get into the spirit
of the season and get some fresh air! Apple and pumpkin picking locations can be easily found across NJ state. Some great local farms include Hillview Farms in Gillette and Wightman Farms in Morristown.
4. Visit a Scary Place:
Visiting allegedly haunted locations can add excitement and definitely
a good bit of spooky spirit. NJ state has a lot of “haunted” places, from
abandoned houses and villages, to haunted roads and trees.
5. Visit a Corn Maze:
Corn mazes are another fun way to get into fall spirit and can be
diverse in theming, with some corn mazes horror themed and others
more lighthearted. As an activity that tests your sense of direction and
usually has a cool design, corn mazes are also quite popular and easy
to find in New Jersey.

Directions:
• Preheat oven to 425°F
• Making the filling:
•
Beat the eggs in a large bowl. Mix in the brown and white sug
ar, salt, spices - cinnamon, ginger, nutmeg, and cloves.
•
Add the purée and heavy cream or evaporated milk.
•
Blend together until it is well mixed.
• Wrap the edges of the pie shell in aluminum tin foil to keep the
crust from burning.
• Pour the filling into your pie crust. Bake at 425°F for 15 minutes.
• After 15 minutes, lower the temperature to 350°F and bake for 45 55 more minutes.
• Then, stick a knife or toothpick into the pie to check if it is done (if
the knife or toothpick comes out wet but clean, it is ready).
• Let your pumpkin pie cool for about an hour (it should not burn
you or be extremely hot when you touch the top).
• Peel off foil from the crust.
• Slice a piece from your pie and enjoy!
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Student News

Diversity and Equity in the WHRHS Community
By Grace Alto, Staff Writer

On Wednesday, October 13th, while the sophomores and juniors took the PSAT, the freshmen listened to panelists talk about how equity and
diversity have influenced them in both their personal and professional lives. The speakers were psychologist Dr. Barbara Agyeman Prempeh, Lions
Club and marketing director at Novartis; Quinnie Wong, Global DEI Lead at Verizon; and Leibnitz Denise Pirozzi, Lions Club Member and Veteran. The presenters talked about their unique backgrounds growing up, and how they overcame adversity to become the successful adults they are
today. At the end of the presentation, students were able to inquire about the panelists’ careers, and ask more questions about their past.
After the presentations, the freshmen were broken up into two groups to
discuss what they had just heard in the presentation, and how they can inspire
those around them to be the change needed in the world today. Students were
also given the opportunity to fill out the “My Identity Poem,” and present it
amongst their peers, as well as sign a banner and pledge to be an upstander.
This diversity presentation was a great event for the students to be able to
broaden their community and learn more about themselves.

Health and Wellness

COVID-19 Booster Shot: What You Need to Know

By Sunayana Navuluri, Staff Writer
On September 22, 2021, the FDA authorized the distribution of the Pfizer vaccine as a booster dose. Since various studies indicate that fully vaccinated citizens are still at risk of contracting the virus, scientists are pushing for adults to take the booster. In fact, the Vaccine and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee approximated that the best time to receive the extra dosage is between 6 to 8.5 months of the last dose. The
protection provided by the double dose from the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines has been revealed to become weaker as time goes on, requiring an
additional dose to sustain immunity. According to the CDC, the Pfizer vaccine’s effectiveness falls to 77% in four months from the original 95%.
President Biden openly encouraged Americans to receive the booster vaccine if they fell under any of the following authorized categories: individuals from ages 18 to 64 years old who are at high risk of contracting COVID, individuals who are 65 or older, and individuals from ages
18 to 64 years old who are put in contact with the virus on a daily basis (health care workers, caretakers, etc.). Surprisingly, the booster dose is
being taken by Americans at a much higher rate compared to the original dose. With the vaccine distributed to millions already, people are most
comfortable and open to taking the booster dose. On average, 360,000 individuals have taken the booster dose this week while only 230,000 have
taken their first dose.
Additionally, the Moderna and Johnson & Johnson vaccines have now been approved as booster shots.

WHRHS Student Newspaper Editorial Board
Inica Kotasthane			Mrs. Battiloro				Ms. Lesniak
EDITOR IN CHIEF				

Ambika Muralitharan

Jack Osmond

STUDENT NEWS EDITOR

FEATURES EDITOR

Olivia Kuang

Elli Belyarchik

ARTS AND
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

Ahir Verma

EDITORIALS COLUMNIST

ADVISOR					

ASST. FEATURES EDITOR

Pavithra Ponnolu

Max Schwartz

POLITICS AND WORLD
NEWS EDITOR

Arjun Srinivas

ASST. POLITCS AND WORLD
NEWS EDITOR

CO-ADVISOR

Tanguy Lesegretain
SPORTS EDITOR

Aaron Opell

ASST. SPORTS EDITOR

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

If you are interested in joining the WHRHS Student Newspaper, use the Google Classroom code: eeekjfq

